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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

EPS VALUES

Aaron Taylor

RESPECT

Hi everyone,

These
comments
will
be
released
throughout
the
Covid-19
Semester on the following
As you’d be aware our school dates;
has recently begun to feel the
increased impact of Covid 19 Reading Comment
Friday 25th March
within our school community.
To keep everyone safe, staff Mathematics Comment
Friday 13th May
and students in year 3-6 are
still required to wear masks as Writing Comment
Friday 3rd June
well as any visitors to the
school. Masks are available for Mid-Year Report
Friday 24th June
all students. We also strongly
encourage families to continue
with twice weekly RAT testing.
If your child does test positive,
please notify the school at your
earliest convenience. We will
again send home more RATs
with each child this afternoon.
Your ongoing support is greatly
appreciated

Parents will still receive a
mid-year and end of year
report. This report will contain
student learning progression as
well as a written comment
regarding
their
social
capabilities,
organisation,
effort, and behaviour (They will
not contain written comments
Please be aware that as I am a in the above-mentioned areas).
close household contact, I will In addition, the school will be
be working offsite for this offering termly ‘Learning Catch
week.
Up Conversations’. This is an

2022 Ongoing
Reporting
This year our teachers will be
reporting on students’ progress
throughout the Semester. This
means parents will be receiving
more
timely
and
regular
feedback
on
their
child’s
achievement. Teachers will be
providing a written comment to
parents
regarding
student
achievement
in
Reading,
Writing
and
Mathematics.

opportunity to discuss achievement and the future learning
goals for your child. Each child
will have an individual goal
sheet,
which
will
contain
strategies to implement at
school and at home which will
help to achieve their goals.
Our aim is to strengthen the
partnership between teachers,
parents, and students. We
believe that by further involving
parents in the learning, we will

We are thoughtful and socially
responsible. We are considerate of
others, our environment and
ourselves

RESILIENCE
We understand the importance of
having high expectations and
striving to achieve our personal
best.

CITIZENSHIP
We strive to build meaningful
connections and contribute to the
collective success of our school
and the wider community.

INTEGRITY
We are honest with ourselves and
with others.
We acknowledge the traditional
land owners of Australia and we
welcome all Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people to our service.
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improve the learning outcomes participating
for all our students.
experiences.
As we adjust to this new process
at Elmore Primary School, we
will review the frequency of
releasing comments
in the
second semester to better meet
the needs of our learners.

Ride to School Day
Friday is National Ride to school
day. Students and parents are
invited to meet at the Railway
Square, Elmore at 8:30am
before
riding,
scooting
or
walking to school.

13 Story Tree House
Friday is also a whole school
excursion for EPS. We will be
heading to Ulumbarra Theatre to
watch a performance of the 13
Story Tree House.
Students are reminded to wear
school uniform including hat and
to bring a packed lunch and
water bottle.

2022- Positive Start
Initiative
The positive start to 2022
program is a DET initiative
aimed
at
helping
school
communities to join in rich
activities and to connect with
friends and schools again by

in

camps

and Our closest in person branch will
now be in Bendigo or Echuca.

The school is very fortunate to
be the recipient of a heavily
subsidised excursion to the
Melbourne Zoo on June 1st. This
includes admission to the zoo
and support for transport costs.
Further details will be advertised
early in Term 2.

To minimise the time spent in
transit to deposit cash, our
preferred method of payment for
excursions, camps, uniforms etc
will be EFT. Book Club can also
be paid for online via LOOP. If
parents
would
like
some
assistance to set up these
accounts, please feel free to pop
We have also been notified of
into the office on a Tuesday or
the opportunity to attend a Free
Wednesday and Lesley is more
Camp experience for our senior
than happy to help.
students. This would be in
addition
to
the
Campaspe Excursions
Cluster Camps in 2022. We are This year we have been issuing
currently investigating suitable excursion
permissions
via
venues and availability. We will uEducateUs as well as in hard
notify families when a suitable copy. Parents need only reply via
experience has been confirmed. one of these methods. Families
receiving CSEF or those that
More information can be found
have paid the excursion levy are
at https:// www. education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/ not required to make payment,
unless additional funds are
Pages/PositiveStart.aspx
requested (as is the case with
Banking
camps). Those required to make
As a result of an agreement payment can do so via EFT or
struck by DET our school is cash.
required to change from our
We can then mark the trip as
preferred
use
of
banking
paid on uEducateUs only once
institutions. As of March 31st, we
permission have been granted.
will no longer be able to bank
with
our
local
Bendigo
Have a great week.
Community Bank Branch.
Aaron

Speedy Emus
Bald Eagles at Big Bear Valley
Once again this year we have been
watching the pair of bald eagles that nest each year in Big
Bear Valley. Last year no chicks hatched but this year one
egg has hatched. The female is called Jackie and the male is
Shadow. Across the world up to 8,000,000 viewers have been
watching the eagles since 2013. It has been great to be able to watch them in their natural
habitat.
Here is some information about the eaglesWayne- Big Bear Valley is a popular to have bald eagles. Easton- I like how it eats stuff.
Izayah- I like the baby birds. Kruze- I like watching my bird in the lemon tree. ThomasThey have to have the nest up high so the eagle can learn to fly. Chad- The eagle lives in
the nest and they eat birds and fish. Oscar- The eagles lay eggs and feed the chicks.
Cheers,
Helen & Daisy
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Speedy Emus
We are so very excited to welcome Yasin to our class. We are
looking forward to getting to know you and your family.
The Speedy Emus have been working hard over the last 2
weeks. Everyone is feeling very settled and really striving to
achieve their best. Class discussion have been one of my
highlights, students are really taking the time to think about the topics and concepts we
have been learning and it has been wonderful listening to everyone’s responses.
Lucky Emu
Our lucky emu for last week was Thomas.
Writing
We are encouraging our budding authors to think about their word choice when writing. To
not always stick to the easy words, they know how to spell, as often these words aren’t
giving our writing the detail it deserves. Students are being supported to ‘have a go’ at
those tricky words. We are beginning to introduce the writing process to students and that
it is made up of steps – ideas, organisation, voice, word choice, sentence fluency,
conventions, and presentation. These steps allow us to focus on writing as a whole and not
just getting words on the paper spelt correctly and written neatly every single time. Writing
is much more than that!
Here are some spectacular examples of writing pieces from last week.

Maths
Last week we finished out our unit of chance and data. Students have
been collecting data and representing it in different forms such as a
tally and simple graphs. We finished the unit with a fun lesson using
Smarties. We each had to create a graph displaying the colours that
were in our Smarties packet. We then compared our data.
We are moving onto Time for the last weeks of term. Our focus this
week is the days of the week, moths of the year and the
seasons.
It’s looking to be a busy last few weeks of term with fun
excursions and lessons planned.
If parents have any concerns please see me, or contact me
through uEducateUs.
Cheers
Helen & Daisy
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Dazzling Dingos
On Monday, the Dazzling Dingoes welcomed our newest student
Hamza who is settling in nicely.
Bullying No Way!
We acknowledged National Anti-bullying Day last
Friday the students participated in activities lead
by our Student Representative Council. They
gave a short presentation and asked students to
decorate and wear wrist bands to take a stand
against bullying. We then shared a book ‘Stick
and Stone’ by Beth Ferry and the students’ created posters to display
what they think makes a good friend.
Student Representative Councillor’s
Following on from Friday’s National Anti-bullying Day the Student
Representative Council wish to continue to raise funds for awareness
against bullying. On the last Friday of term 8th of April, they are
holding a sausage sizzle and milkshake lunch for “have lunch with your mate’s
day”. They are asking $1 for a sausage sandwich and $1 milkshakes all orders can be placed through
UEducate us and money to be brought to school on the day.

Harmony Day Monday 21st of March
The students collaborated to create a collage of orange hands
about what makes them unique as this year’s theme is
“everyone belongs”. We discussed inclusiveness, respect and
the idea that all people from different backgrounds and cultures
can make a valuable contribution to society and fit together.

Earth Hour Saturday 26th of March
In inquiry, we have been looking at ways to care better for our
environment. The students researched and listed 10 ways to care better
for our environment. In pairs the students then created
posters using ICT to advertise their way of caring better
for the environment they are displayed on our school
notice board. We would encourage our families to
register and switch off for earth hour this Saturday
helping us to shape a brighter future for our earth
https://www.earthhour.org.au/get-involved.
PAGE44

Dazzling Dingos
Brain break’s
In our classroom we have been utilising brain breaks as part of our
day. This includes a range of varied activities like mediation,
relaxation, dance, thinking challenges and active mini games
outside. The students are loving these activities and look forward
to them every day.
What’s our focus in the classroom over the coming weeks?
Reading: we are working on comprehension strategies like predicting, inferring, making
connections, critiquing and summarising during our reader’s workshop.

Writing: the students are learning to write interesting stories which include a sizzling start,
descriptive writing, creating raising action, climax, problem and solution.
Maths: we will be exploring number problems and number facts. In measurement we will be
converting and calculating elapsed time.
Inquiry: we are investigating the technologies used for the production of food, from farm to plate.
It’s been really busy, have a great week everyone.
Stay safe, happy and healthy!
Cheers
Samantha Stanford
Samantha.Stanford@education.vic.gov.au

DATES TO REMEMBER—2022
TERM 1
Every Monday

3.05pm

School Assembly

TERM 1—MARCH
Friday 25

National Ride to School Day
Ulumbarra Theatre— ‘The 13 Storey tree House’

TERM 1—APRIL
Friday 1

MACC Van—Art

Monday 4

MARC Van

Wednesday 6
Friday 8

Cluster Cross Country—Elmore Events Centre
Sausage Sizzle for lunch and milk shakes—SRC
END OF TERM 1

TERM 2

TERM 2—APRIL
Tuesday 26

START OF TERM 2

Friday 29

MACC Van—Art

TERM 2—MAY
Monday 2
Wednesday 4

MARC Van
2.00—5.30pm

AFL Incursion (Students can bring boots)
Learning Catch Up Conversations
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This week’s presentation from The

Resilience Project focuses on Gratitude.

Gratitude is paying attention to the things that we have right now, and not worrying about
what we don’t have. We practise this by noticing the positives that exist around us.
Research shows that practicing gratitude rewires our brains to overcome the negativity bias
(which can lead to anxiety and depression) and see the world for what we are thankful for. It is
also shown to broaden thinking, and increase physical health through improved sleep and
attitude to exercise.
View Part 2 of the series here - Gratitude https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carerhub-hugh/
There are many ways in which you can practise gratitude, including starting a Wellbeing Journal.
In the image below are a few ideas to get started.

Source: Psychology Today
For mental health resources and
support information, visit The
Resilience Project’s Support Page.
For those of you wanting to learn
a little more about how The Resilience Project came to be, the
founder Hugh Van Cuylenburg has
written a couple of books that
shed light on how he adopts GEM
-

Gratitude,

Empathy

and

Mindfulness into his life.
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